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 Dear Fayetteville Altrusans and Friends, 

Fresh strawberries, baseball games, graduations – it’s May – the last month of the Altrusa year. 

We’re celebrating our successes from this past year, reflecting on those experiences and looking 

forward to how our club will grow and change in the next year. 

This month, our club is celebrating successes at District Eight conference. Thanks to our 

excellent newsletter editor Carolyn Rash and the communications team, our club won honorable 

mention in the communications award! Even more exciting, the Iraqi Orphan and Needy Children On to 

School project won first prize for the Dr. Nina Fay Calhoun International Relations Award! Extra thanks go 

to Teresa Bevis for her work developing and leading this project! 

In addition to winning awards at conference, our club was well represented among attendees. 

LaNita McKinney spearheaded a fantastic conference service project: packing meal kits for veterans. I 

hope you’ll join our club as we complete those kits and distribute them at the Arkansas Air and Military 

Museum on May 23. 

This month, we’re continuing to bring Mozart to the 

Fayetteville Public Schools. Club members enjoy accompanying Mr. 

Mozart and our own Judy Rownak as they share his life and work with 

third graders and give them books. This long-running project is more 

than 25 years old; we submitted it for a Governor’s Distinguished 

Service award at conference, but we’ll have to wait until next year to 

learn the results. 

As our club year ends, please make sure to send in your renewal 

form and service hours. I need an accounting of the time you’ve 

spent on Altrusa service for the club annual report, and our club 

needs you so that we can continue to grow in service in the coming 

year. 

Margaret 

 

 

 
2025-26 Board: President Margaret Hershberger-Kilyanek (m.hershberger.kilyanek@gmail.com); President-Elect Sue 
Payton (suemiller_payton@hotmail.com); Vice-President Charlcee Small (cs@bogartimmigration.com; Secretary Lorraine 
Brewer (lobrewer@uark.edu); Treasurer Chris Bell (dane4@arkansas.net); Director Carolyn Rash (crash418@att.com); 
Director Glenna Cummingham (glennacummingham@yahoo.com), Immediate Past President Teresa Bevis 
(bev587@aol.com) 

 

 

Leading to a Better Community. 

Altrusa is an international non- 
profit organization making our 
local communities better through 
leadership, partnership, and 
service. 

Important Upcoming Dates: 

May 11 - 1:00 pm Club Board Meeting, via Zoom  

May 14 - 11:30 am Club Meeting, San Miguel 

May 28 - 6:30 pm Club meeting, San Miguel 

Jun 6 — 5 – 7 pm Spring Fling, 1st Presbyterian Church  

Jun 8 - 1:00 pm Club Board Meeting, via Zoom 

Jun 25 -6:30 pm Club meeting, San Miguel 
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• We had a special “Add An Altrusan” Membership Drive/Fundraising/Fun event for our first meeting in April. 

We were featured at the Naturals baseball game. The weather couldn’t have been better. The staff at the 

ballpark were great. A few people stopped at our table and took a rack card. One woman had been a 
member in Florida. We referred her to the B/BV club. Margaret did a great job throwing out the first 
pitch. She even got to keep the ball. We earned $144 for the club and 2000-3000 in attendance 
know about Altrusa.  

 

             
 

• For our second April meeting, Cane Hill Restoration Association Executive Director, Vanessa McKuin, 

gave a presentation on the history of Cane Hill and activities taking place there. A potential literacy 

project involves repairing their Little Free Library and moving it. The slides are on the next page. 
                                           

                                                                                                   
 

• For 25 years, Judy and Mozart (Mark Smidt) have 

presented this entertaining and informative program. 

Each student receives a book on Mozart or cd of his 

music. 

       

                        
        May Birthdays: 5/5 Faye Jones; 5/23 Maribelle Williams; 5/31 Lea Heffington 

        June Birthdays: 6/3 Lorraine Brewer; 6/17 Chris Bell; 6/18 Liz Fulton: 6/20 Betty Bradford;    

         6/23 Karolyn Farrell 

Altrusa Schedule May / June 
 

 

May 11 Club Board Meeting 1:00 pm Via Zoom 

May 14  Club Meeting 11:30 am San Miguel 

May 28 Club Meeting 6:30 pm San Miguel 

Jun 6 Spring Fling 5 – 7 pm 1st Presbyterian Church 

Jun 6 World Environment Day 

Jun 8 Club Board Meeting 1:00 pm Via Zoom 

Jun 25 Club Meeting 6:30 pm San Miguel 

Faye introducing 

Vanessa. Holly Johnson, 

Director of 

Development, also 

attended. 
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• Excerpts from the Cane Hill presentation are below.                       
 

         
 

          
 

        
 

       
  

        
 

       

Here are some future events: July17 Community Picnic & Jam; July 24-26, July 31 – Aug 2 Ladderback 

Chairmaking; August 13 Arkansas Portraits; Aug 22 Ozark Bug Crawl; Sep 19 Harvest Festival; Oct 18 Sona 

Beyond; Oct 23 Cane Hill After Dark; and Nov 7 Trailblazers History Hike. 
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• Eleven of our members attended the 70th District Eight Conference in Bentonville. This page and 

remaining pages have information and pictures from Conference. Tama Davidson was elected as 

Treasurer-Elect. The next DSB will have more complete information about all the Conference events.  

• Workshop materials and pictures can be found on the District Eight Google Drive. The link is 

https://districteight.altrusa.org/news-events. Once there, scroll down and click CONFERENCE 2026 

MATERIAL. There are several folders. Note: pictures may not have specific names. Enjoy scrolling 

through them. 
 

• Conference by the numbers:  

• 107 Full Registrations 

• 5 Guests  

• 21 of 24 clubs represented  

• 14 Past Governors present 

• 90 members joined Club 52 

• 6 clubs became Club 52 clubs 

• > $600 raised for District Eight 

• >$10,000 raised for the International 

Foundation 

• 103 Complete meal kits assembled 

• 135 Cake kits assembled 

• More than $400 donated to complete meal 

kits

• Our club won first place in the Dr. Nina Fay Calhoun International Relations Award and honorable 

mention in the Communications Award. 

• Pictures of Conference registration and Fun Night on Friday are below. 
 

           
 

    

         

                                                          
 

Registration 

table and 

patriotic 

decorations 

Club members on Fun Night Costumes for Fun Night 

Lorraine and Pat 

participated in the 

Patriotic Family 

Feud on Fun Night 
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• Conference pictures from Saturday events 

                 
 

                   

 

             

               

 

Margaret carried our club banner. Chris carried the ASTRA banner. Banners for all club represented at Conference. 

Corporal Aaron Mankin, 

United States Marine 

Corps was the Keynote 

speaker at the 

Leadership Luncheon. 

His message on his 

Journey of Service and 

Hope was truly 

inspirational. 

Jennifer Gatlin, 
Altrusa 

International 

Director from 

Jack, Alabama, 

was a delight 

throughout the 

Conference. 

Lorraine presiding at 

the Leadership 

Luncheon 

Margaret accepting the 

Communications award 

Our club 

centerpiece  

Nancy Morris, Int’l Membership 

Development Chair, and Anne 

Condran, Int’l Foundation 

Trustee, also attended. They are 

both from Muncie, IN, District Six 
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• More Saturday event pictures 

                       

 

         

 

Saturday night banquet attire 

 

Jubliation Jazz Band presented several patriotic songs and were fanastic! 

  

 

LaNita explaining the process for 

filling the meal kits. 
Members filling 

the bags 
Finished meal kits ready to be boxed up 

and taken to the Air Museum 
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• More Saturday event pictures 

               

                         District Eight Board                     Past Governors 

 

Margaret accepting the Dr. Nina Fay Calhoun 

International Relations Award 

• Sunday Event Pictures 

                         

 

 

             

                                                      

Margaret explaining 

our award 

international 

project 

LaNita 

announcing  

results of the 

service project 

Carolyn 

announcing the 

retirement of the 

flags 

LaNita retiring the United States 

of America flag 

Our beloved 

Pat’s memorial 

service info 

 

Beautiful silent 

auction basket 
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• It’s time to renew your membership and report your service hours. Renewal form is below.  
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• Here’s the service hours form: 
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• Here’s the information for the event where we will distribute all the meal and cake kits donated at 

Conference. Please let LaNita know if you will be able to help, even if part of the day. 

 


